
PRESS RELEASE 

Succession of Mr. Boudewijn HAARSMA by Mr. Lieven van der 

BORGHT as Chairman of Bralirwa Plc.  

Kigali, 18 October 2018, The Board of Bralirwa Plc announces that after leading the 

Company through several years of sustained growth and development, the current Chairman 

of the Board of Bralirwa Plc, Mr. Boudewijn HAARSMA, will leave his position as Chairman 

of Bralirwa Plc, as from 18th, October 2018.  

Mr Haarsma leaves the Board after 3.5 years in light of having accepted a new position at 

Heineken International as Managing Director of Heineken Russia.  

The Board wishes to acknowledge and thank Mr. Boudewijn HAARSMA for the 3.5 of 

service and wise guidance that he has provided to the Board and the Company both as its 

Chairman and as Heineken’s Managing Director, East and West Africa, Middle East and 

Eastern Europe Region, in this position he was responsible for BRALIRWA Plc in Rwanda.  

During his period as Chairman, Bralirwa Plc has grown substantially and delivered sustained 

levels of growth and profitability.  

Appointed by Shareholders as the Company’s Chairman, Mr. Boudewijn HAARSMA has 

chaired three highly successful Annual General Meetings of Shareholders (AGM’s). Bralirwa 

shareholders have appreciated his inclusive and engaging style at the Company AGMs. 

On behalf of all shareholders and employees of Bralirwa, the Board takes this opportunity 

to sincerely thank Mr. Boudewijn HAARSMA for his commendable contribution during his 

tenure both as a Director and Board Chairman of the company.  

Mr. Lieven van der BORGHT succeeds Mr. Boudewijn HAARSMA as Heineken NV’s 

Regional Managing Director East and West Africa, Middle East and Eastern Europe Region 

– the region within which Bralirwa Plc falls. In this role Mr. Lieven is appointed to the Board 

of Bralirwa Plc and will succeed Mr. Boudewijn HAARSMA as Chairman.  Confirmation of 

Mr. Lieven van der BORGHT’s appointment will be proposed to the AGM, 2019. 

Mr. Lieven van der BORGHT joined Heineken NV through Bralima Zaïre in 1993. In a 

successful career within Heineken, Mr. Lieven has held Senior Management roles in 

Commerce and Marketing, General Management in Curaçao/ Caribbean Sea, Cambodia, 

Czech Republic and Chairman of Almaza-Lebanon, Tunisia, Ivory- Cost, Congo Brazzaville, 

Morocco, Cameroun, Jordania, and in Sirocco in Emirates.  

On behalf of shareholders and employees, the Board warmly welcomes Mr. Lieven to 

Rwanda and Bralirwa Plc in particular and wishes him every success both as a Director and 

Chairman of the company. 

 



 

BRALIRWA Plc. 

BRALIRWA Plc is a Rwandan company producing and selling beers and soft drinks. The Company’s beer 

brand portfolio includes Primus, Mützig, Legend, Amstel and Turbo King produced in the Gisenyi 

brewery and Heineken which is imported from Holland. Primus, the Company’s largest selling beer 

brand has been available to consumers since 1959.  Since 1974, the Company has been producing and 

selling soft drink brands under a licensing agreement with The Coca-Cola Company. These include Coca 

Cola, Fanta Orange, Fanta Citron, Fanta Fiesta, Sprite, Stoney, Krest Tonic and the Company’s own brand 

Vital’ O.  

The Company was founded in 1957 with the construction of a brewery located in Gisenyi. Since 1971, 

BRALIRWA Plc is a subsidiary of the Heineken Group, which holds 75% of the shares of BRALIRWA with 

the remaining 25% listed on the Rwanda Stock Exchange.  

As a socially responsible company BRALIRWA Plc supports a variety of projects from Education to Health 

and Environment. 

 

 

 


